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By HAROLD SCARLILY
Post Reporter

The Tastex, Inc., paper mill near Silshee,
cerfainly no paragon of pollution control in
years past, has improved markedly in the
past vear but is still not entively out of those
Fast Texas woods,

This is the picture of Kasiex's pollution per-
formance as reflected by the records of the
Texas Water Quality Board and Texas Air
Control Board, and by comments {rom olfi-
cials of the mo slate agencies.

The record of Xastex, owned by Time, Inc.,
could be an indicator of what lies ahead on a
rauch larger scale for Souiheast Texas if Time
absorbs Temple Industries as planned.

Iugh C. Yantis, Jr., waler board executive
director, cevaluated Fastex this way:

“We used 1o receive many, many pollulion
complaints about them. But since about two
years ago, we have had few or no complaints.
They are now puiiing oul a much better ef-
fiuent than formerly, but I would say they are
not yet satisfactory. They have some residual

“ prablems.””’

Pamela Giblin, the air
board, said:

“We've been pressuring them on their air
pollufion problems, and I think they are com-
ing around now. Their management scems
ruch more receptive now, but we still have
them under continning surveillance.”

Some items {rom the files of the two pollu-
tion agencies:

chiel aliorney for

- & Alr board invesiizators referred Xastex
to the bonrd's leral stafl in March, 1972, for
“apprapriate action,”

@ An air bhoard sfalf memo dated Jan. §,
1073, sald sampling in July and September,
1972, showed particulate violations from three
plant sources, “In summary,” the memo said,
“it is apparent the company has continued to
operate in non-compliance since initial stack
sampling in June, 1571,

@ A waler board summary and analysis in
December, 1071, sald Easiex’s effluent quality
had been '‘poor m.u frequently non-compliani
for several years,” but a pollution abatement
pmjoci had brought some improvement.

9 Self-reports by Fasiex on its own dis-
charge reflect compliance throughour 1972 on
all its permit limits, except for high bioche-
mical” oxveen demand (BOD) in December,
This was blamed on a plant upset.

The waler board in Januavy, 1972, amended
¥asiex's permit. Iis preposed  amendments
were eriticized as inadequate by the Jeflerson
County  Envivonmental  Conirol  Deparfiment,
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the Texas Darks and Wildlife Department,

and # citizen group called Clean Air & Water,
Inc.

One curious thing about the new permit:

Ilastex, under its old permit, frequently vio-
lated its limit on chemical oxygen demand
(COD). The amended permit dropped the COD
requirement, hur added a new one on total or-
ganic carbon (TGC).

However, the water board in its own in-
spections does not ordinarily 1ua testz far
TOC, and IKastex has heen submitting no TCC
readings in its self-reports.

Eastex il is submitting COD readings,
though, and these in 1072 were still as much
as double what they were supposed io be
der the old permit,

Yantis said he added the TOC remulation
and dropped the COD, at Eastex's request, be-
cause the TOC fest is more informative and
relinble, quicker and cheaper. It was nof, he
said, a move 1o aei Knsiex off the hook on its

un-

non-compliant CCD levels.
.

Wayne Rebinson, Fastex envirpmmental con-
frol director, said the plant in fact has been
festing its TOC outpur, and these readings
were well below permii Iimits througiouw T’M.
Tle said the resuits had not been suppliod to
the water boavd because there s no srm(.e for
them on the gell-renoning forms.

e said the TOC resuits in the fuinre will be
added onto the self-reports.

Robinson said Fastex is making cood prog-
ress on pollution and by the end of 1873 wiil
have in place air and water poliution control
equipment worth $10 mililon in repiacement
value.

" Arother Fastex official, vice president Ollie
R. Crawflord, displayed his fairh in the plant’s
pollution conirols in a bizarre incident on
April 7, 1970,

Before television cameras, Crawford accept-
ed a newsman's dare and drank a beaker
Fastex effluent which included treated sewag
“from the plant, Crawford showed ne vis
effects.
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